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SECRET JIDDA 3345 

E.O. 11652: GDS 

SUBJECT: SAUDIS WILL NOT SUPPORT UNIVERSITY OF BEIRUT 
REF: (A) JIDDA 1891; (B) STATE 78665 

1. IN THE COURSE OF ANOTHER CONVERSATION, SAYYID OMAR 
SAQQAF, MINISTER OF STATE FOR FOREIGN AFFAIRS, RAISED 
WITH AMBASSADOR AKINS BEFORE HIS DEPARTURE THE FINANCIAL 
STRAITS OF THE AMERICAN UNIVERSITY OF BEIRUT. HE IS A 
GRADUATE OF THE UNIVERSITY AND FEELS WARMLY TOWARD IT. 

RECENTLY HE SAID HE CONTRIBUTED $1000. HE SAID IT WAS QUITE 
CLEAR TO HIM THAT A SMALL MINORITY WAS TRYING TO DESTROY THE 
UNIVERSITY; THAT THEY HAD A GOOD CHANCE OF DOING SO AND THAT 
THIS WOULD BE A "TRAGEDY FOR THE ARABS." 

2. WHEN THE AMBASSADOR ASKED IF SAUDI ARABIA MIGHT NOT 
BE ABLE, AS A GOVERNMENT, TO HELP THE UNIVERSITY HE SAID 
THAT THERE WOULD BE NO CHANCE WHATSOEVER. THE KING, HE 
SAID, HAD DISCUSSED THE STUDENT RIOTS REPEATEDLY IN THE LAST 

FEW WEEKS AND HAS ON NUMEROUS OCCASIONS SAID THAT THE UNIVERSITY 
IS MISNAMED. IT SHOULD NOT BE CALLED THE AMERICAN UNIVERSITY 
BUT THE "COMMUNIST UNIVERSITY OF BEIRUT. 

3. THE SAUDIS HAVE A CURIOUS ATTITUDE TOWARD FOREIGN AID. 

THEY ARE PAYING SUBSTANTIAL SUBSIDIES TO JORDAN, SYRIA 
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FOOD PROGRAM, BUT WHEN IT COMES TO AIDING "RADICALS' 1 THERE 
SEEMS TO BE ONLY HOSTILITY. BECAUSE OF THE KING'S DISLIKE OF 
SOME OF THE PALESTINIAN LEADERS, SAUDI CONTRIBUTION TO UNRWA 
WAS RAISED FROM $150,000 TO ONLY $600,000, WHEN THE NEED WAS 
FAR GREATER AND SAUDI ARABIA'S ABILITY TO PAY WAS OBVIOUSLY 
HIGHER. 

4. WE DO NOT INTEND TO RAISE THE MATTER OF ASSISTANCE TO 
AUB AGAIN WITH THE SAUDIS UNLESS THE DEPARTMENT OR EMBASSY 
BEIRUT HAS SOME SPECIFIC PROJECT IN MIND. THE SAUDIS MIGHT BE 
WILLING TO DO SOMETHING TO SAVE THE ENGINEERING OR MEDICAL 
SCHOOL, BUT EVEN THIS SEEMS UNLIKELY TODAY. 

BIRD 
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